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Thank you for ordering a Downloadable WOOD PLAN. We hope you enjoy being
a part of this new online experience and that you have fun building your wood-
working project.

Please remember that this copyrighted material is for your use only. It is unlawful
to share this file with someone else or to reprint it in any form.

Bill Krier
Editor
WOOD® magazine

Adobe Acrobat Troubleshooting Guide
If you can read this page, your Acrobat program is working correctly! 

But you may still have problems or specific issues such as printing and 

saving your Downloadable WOOD PLAN.

My printer won't print the text correctly
Almost all printing problems are due to not enough free system resources memory. The
files are very memory intensive since they include graphics, text, and photos. Close all
other programs/applications and print directly out of the Acrobat Reader program, not
your Web-browser.

Patterns are not printing full size
Make sure your printer is set to print at 100% and that “print to fit” is not checked. These
settings are selected in the printer setup or printer options.

I can't save my file now that it's downloaded
You must save the plan when you download the file. Download the file again, except this
time try right-clicking on the red download button. A menu window will open. Select
"Save target as" or "Save link as" to save the file to your hard drive. Once saved, you can
open it with Adobe Acrobat Reader.

For more details on using Adobe Acrobat Reader please visit our online help section at: 
http://woodstore.woodmall.com/clicherforde.html

Thank you!



Usher in the
season with five
interlocking
ornaments and a
spectacular tree-topper you
can scrollsaw in your shop.
Then, call on an old friend
— Rit dye — to introduce
a little color to your projects.
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TREE-TOPPER
FULL-SIZED HALF-PATTERN
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To ensure full-sized patterns are correct
size, your printer should be set to print
at 100% (not fit to page). Measure full-
sized patterns to verify size.

SNOWFLAKE
FULL-SIZED PATTERN
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Apply Your Patterns,
Then Warm Up Your Scrollsaw
1 First, photocopy the six full-sized patterns on
pages 2 and 3. Cut them out, keeping a ‹"
margin around the edges.
2 Saw 4×5" pieces of ¤"-thick stock for the
butterfly and Christmas tree and 8fi" squares
for the tree-topper. (We used Baltic birch
plywood, and cut enough stock to make six of
each ornament.)
3 Apply a light coat of spray adhesive to the
back of each pattern, and adhere each to the
face of the plywood pieces. If you’re making
several of each ornament, stack the plywood
pieces, placing each patterned piece on top of
its respective stack. Drive #17×‡" brads or 4d
finish nails through the waste areas to hold the
stacks together. To avoid tear-out, adhere a
backup board to the bottom of each stack. (We
used hotmelt adhesive.)
4 Now, use your drill press to drill the start
holes, thread holes, and decorative holes through
each stack where shown and dimensioned on
the patterns. (Note: On the butterfly wings,
simply drill a start hole anywhere in the interior
of each cutout.)
5 To cut out the tree-topper, thread your
scrollsaw blade through start hole 1, and saw
along the inside line to remove the center waste.
(We used a #4 blade with 15 teeth per inch.)
Cut into and back out of the stop cuts as you
work your way around the figure. Next, insert
the blade through start hole 2, and saw around
the inside figure (A). Now, thread the blade
through the third start hole, and cut out the
middle figure (B). Then, saw the outside profile
of the tree-topper to shape.
6 Follow the same procedures to cut out the
Christmas tree and butterfly. (Note: The tree
and butterfly do not require threading.)

Dye ’Em and Tie ’Em
And Hang ’Em on the Tree
1 Now, separate the stacked layers. Remove
the paper patterns, and lightly sand all pieces.
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Supplies:
¤"-thick Baltic birch plywood;
dyes; hotmelt adhesive;
thread; fi"-dowel stock;
16-gauge copper wire.

Left end

Right end

Loop thread
through holes

THREADING ASSEMBLY
SEQUENCE

STEP 1

Tie loose ends into a
square knot

STEP 2



Produced by Marlen Kemmet
Project Design: Kim and Rob Russell
Illustrations: Roxanne LeMoine
Graphic Design: Jamie Downing
©COPYRIGHT MEREDITH CORPORATION 1997

The purchase of these plans does not
transfer any copyright or other ownership
interest in the plans, the design, or the
finished project to the buyer. Buyer may
neither reproduce the plans for sale nor
offer for sale any copies of the finished
project.
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2 Select and mix your dyes for each
ornament. (We mixed 1 cup of Rit
liquid dye with 2 cups of hot water.)
Pour the dye mixtures into flat-
bottomed pans. Next, tie a thread to
each piece, place them in the dye baths,
and let them soak for 10 minutes or
until they’ve reached the desired color.
(We experimented with scrap pieces
first to check the colors and
absorption.) Turn the parts frequently
to ensure uniform coloring. Then,
remove the parts, rinse with clear
water, and hang them up to dry.
3  When the parts have dried
thoroughly, glue the butterflies and
Christmas trees together. (Since the
interior piece won’t make contact with
both edges of the exterior piece, we
applied hotmelt adhesive sparingly
along one edge of the interior piece.
See our gluing alternative tip.) Now,
cut a 6" length of thread for each, and
tie a hanger loop through the hole at
the top of each ornament.
4 To thread the tree-topper, first
assemble the sets of three parts, and
tape them in position with masking
tape.  Cut two 6" lengths of
appropriately colored thread for
each. Using a sewing needle, thread
the three parts together as shown in
the Threading Assembly sequence on
page 4.

Pull the thread ends taut, tie them using
a square knot, and cut the ends, leaving
‹" tails. Repeat this procedure at the
opposite end.
5 Next, make bases for your tree
toppers. (See the Tree-Topper Base
drawing below.) To do this, first
measure the actual thickness of your
¤"-thick plywood. (Ours measured
Ï" thick.) Lay out and cut a fi"-deep
notch to this width in the end of an
18" length of fi" dowel. (We used our
bandsaw and rip fence, moving the
fence twice to make three passes.)
Then, crosscut the base to 1‹" long.
6 Secure the base in a handscrew clamp
laid flat on your drill-press table. Drill
a „" hole fi" deep centered in the
bottom end. Next, sand a round-over
on the front and back base surfaces
where shown on the drawing. Twist
half of a 6" length of 16-gauge copper
wire into a corkscrew shape using a
length of scrap fi" dowel. Use hotmelt
adhesive to glue the wire into the base,
then glue the base to the rounded point
of the tree-topper. Twist the wire
around the top of your tree as
necessary.
7 Thread the star, heart, and snowflake
parts together, as described earilier. ¿

As an alternative to
hotmelt adhesive, try
one of the “instant”

cyanoacrylate glues available on
the market. We recommend using
the gap-filling type with a
straightened paper clip as an
applicator. As always, use these
glues with caution.

1/16" hole
1/2" deep 16-gauge wire

11/4"

1/2" dowel stock
Rounded point of
tree-topper

TREE-TOPPER BASE
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Thanks for your order!
Now that you've got a detailed plan to
build that perfect project, visit the WOOD
MALL for the internet's largest source for
woodworking tools and accessories. 
The WOOD MALL offers:

• Over two dozen woodworking-related stores
• More than 50,000 tools & accessories
• 24-Hour shopping
• Special sales & closeouts
• Nearly 40 tool comparison charts
• FREE monthly woodworking seminar

Visit Today!  http://www.woodmall.com

Woodworking has never been more satisfying! With WOOD̈
Magazine at your side, you can take your skills to the next level. 
Just look at all the help you get in a year ...

¥ Over 56 shop-tested projects ¥ Full-size pull-out patterns 
¥ Clear step-by-step instructions ¥ Skill-building tips, tricks, and shortcuts 

¥ Tool reviews you can trust ¥ Handy shop jigs and fixtures
¥ Full-color photos ¥ And more!

2 years (18 issues) just $44 SAVE $63.10 off single-copy rate!
1 year (9 issues) just $28 SAVE $25.55 off single-copy rate!
Payment Enclosed    Bill Me

My Name (please print)_____________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________  Apt. #__________________

City____________________________ State _________ Zip____________________

Canadian Orders: Fill in the form above. Your rate will be 1 year (9 issues) for $41 Ð SAVE $30.55, or 2 years (18 issues) for $67 Ð SAVE
$76.10. Prices include postage; 7% GST or 15% HST is added. #12348 2887 RT

U.S. and Canadian subscribers: You also may order by credit card. Call toll free 1-800-374-9663 weekdays from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. Central
Time; Saturdays, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Sundays, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Other International Orders: 2 years for $89 U.S. or 1 year for $49 U.S.; prices include postage. To order by credit card call 515/246-6952
during the same hours as listed above (toll charged). Or complete this form; mail with US funds to: WOOD¨ Magazine, P.O. Box 37 439,
Boone, IA. 50037-0439 USA.

Your Money-Back Guarantee: You must be satisfied with your subscription or you can get a refund for all unmailed issues.

WOOD¨ Magazine is published 9 times a year. Savings are based on $5.95 U.S., $7.95 Canadian
single-copy rate. The first issue mails in 8-12 weeks. Subscription prices subject to change. 4HMF

Fill out information below and mail to: WOOD® Magazine P.O. BOX 37439, Boone, IA. 50037-0439
or Subscribe Online at http://www.woodmagazine.com/subscript
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